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The Color Purple
1-Outline the ways in which Walker examines love, self-acceptance and forgiveness in The Color Purple.
The general story mainly focuses on the relationship between men and women in the society and mainly the struggles that women go through. Men are regarded as superior in the society hence they rule over women and brutally abuse women
In the color purple, Celie has trouble finding herself, therefore, she finds it difficult to accept herself due to the awful life she has been living when growing up (Walker 26). She is specifically battling with the fact that her stepfather raped her and warned her not to talk about it to anyone. Walker analyzes how Celie came to accept herself after opening up to Shug about her struggles. Due to their relationship with Shug, Celie accepts herself that she is even able to go face the man who raped her in her childhood.
 Walker analyzes triangular love issues through Celie, Shug and Albert. Shug is the focal point in the love issues since Albert loves Shug and at the same time Celie and Shug are friends and also Celie is married to Albert. On the other hand, its Shug who tries to talk sense to Albert to stop demoralizing Celie and also support Celie trying to set herself free from abuse. In addition, Celie only finds comfort through Shug and she feels in a loving relationship only with Shug.
In the story, Walker uses Celie to demonstrate forgiveness. Regardless of all the abuse and brutality of Albert, the story shows that Celie was angry with him that at some point she wanted to kill him but kept on forgiving him for everything brutal he was doing (Walker 254). Also, Celie forgives her stepfather who used to rape her in her childhood. The story also shows how people forgive themselves, for instance, women forgiving themselves for being female in a world that underrates women. 
	2-Organized religion does not appear to be very supportive or helpful to many of the characters in The Color Purple. Does this mean that Walker presents a negative view of religion as a whole?
	In the Color Purple by Alice Walker, the theme of religion comes out strongly as the author tries to demystify the issues relating to religion. as it can be seen in the book, the majority of the members of the black community in the American south in the early 20th century hugely depended on religion as a way of dealing with the problems that they were facing. Due to her radical perspectives on matters concerning organized and the allusion that it was not very helpful to many characters experiencing suffering in the novel, arguments have emerged that Walker aimed at negatively representing religion as a whole (Walker 300). Walker’s main aim was to demystify religion and change the misleading perception that religion was just an institution. According to Walker, religion was a subject that was beyond the comprehension of men.
	Celie, a major character in the novel, uses religion as a way to deal with the suffering instigated upon by her step-father, Alphonso, through sexual and physical abuse. Celie had been raised in the south where Christianity was firmly based upon the Whiteman’s image of God. Despite frequently writing letters to God Celie conditions escalates from bad to worse with her step-father's abuse increasing to the extent that she falls pregnant and later when she is married off to another abusive man known as "mister". This shows that religion did not help Celie in any way. Additionally, Walker seeks to show that the reason that religion was not helpful to Cecil despite her dedication and faith was that the church in the south was selectively teaching the Bible and offered teaching that only served to serve their purpose (Walker 220). it was not until later when Celie read the letters sent to her from her sister, Nettie that she gained a new perspective about religion and understood that it was used based on white's idea of patriarchy. It was being used as a tool of repression. By this Walker portrays the negative image of religion as a whole.
	Nettie, upon joining the missionary couple and going to minister Africa she discovers that religion, as taught by the whites, was not relevant to the people in Africa. She understood that religion was not as rigid as she had been taught in America and by learning so her perspective about God changed. Through this Walker paints a negative picture of religion as it known currently and by doing so she sought to widen the perspective of the readers and demystify the idea that religion had to be rigid for it to be effective (Walker 316).
 Finally, Walker sought to show religion as a journey that requires constant development as individuals as individuals gain the new perspective of God. Shug illustrates a   shift from conventional Christianity to a more flexible and accommodating type of religion. When Walker shows that the church failed to accept Shug due to her radical beliefs and rejection of the false doctrines being taught by the church, she cast a negative image upon religion as a whole due to its rigidity.
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